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Chrlstmns 2004 —

what?! Already! Time together was very precious
this year. (£ won't be long now until the kids fly out
ow thelr own, and we'll miss them so much. which
some of You who are still having babies in your 40’s
and 50's probably can't even lmagine, but Your time
will come, too!

Kate’s brother Kelth was one of those with a new
baby, so there are two Little girls Down Under now.
Awnd brother Ken's new addition Ls his new home in
Elgin’s Historic District.

Lots of new things happened to
Bwmlily this year as well. She was
confirmed in May, finished
elghth grade, and started High
School this fall. The transition
wasw't too trawmatic, since big
brother James and frienos were
pretty welcoming. she had to A%
choose between Cholr and As "Anna”
Ovchestra, so the violin only gets played at home
now. Bestoles Cholr, she sang with the Madrigal
Group this season, and still plays lots of plano.

This year saw Em blossom as an actress. After two
years of singing tn the chorus, she landed a lead role
bn the Junior High mustical as Anna in The King
and [ n August she was n a community theater
production of Flddler on the Roof, and she is also
tnvolved with the drama department at school.

Dow also tried something new this year, auditioning
for Flddler with Emily. He won the role of the
Butcher, Lazar Wolf, which
really whetted his appetite for
theater. He also performent with a
radio theater group and plans to
try out for other plays as they
becowe available.

New to James this year is free-
dom — a driver’s license and no
more braces. As a Junlor, he's
quite soctal, but also fairly

The Butcher, Lazar Wolf

mgpmsww He's driving to two jobs these days: at

g the climbing gym and at sam
Goody's in the mall.

| James made good progress on the
gultar, and continues to play his
drums. n fact, both he and
Emily have been senving nearly
weekly with the contemporary
worship band at church, newly

7 lawnched on Easter Sunday.
At Youth Gatherlng

New at quu Medin Design Com-
pany is that we doubled our staff this year! Now
instend of just Don and Kate, we have Kerby and
Mary as well. Belng Boss Ls an tnteresting transi-
tlon, but they are great additions to the team.

Wwe had trouble gathering everyone for a family trip,
whieh Ls not new, but our destination was— New
Orleans! We went after Mardl Gras, but it was still a
fascinating expertence on many levels. n other trav-
els, kate and EmiLg took a traln with Scouts to
Colorado, and James did some camping with his
Scouts, as well as attending n
Youth Conference tn Orlanolo.

New to Kate is the enol of some
volunteer responstbilities, wam@tg
at the SCMooL Library after elght

B Handbells, and babysitting, so

Baking with a Visitor <he’s mot bored.

Dow dectoed to pick up Tae Kwon Do again after a
decade or two, working back up the ranks, and his
brown belt is quite new since he earned it just
yesterday.

As we close 2004, we've grateful to Look back on our
blessings, and pray for more of the same old in
2005. We hope the New Year holds health and
happiness for you and yours as well.

— Don and Kate, Bmily and James
kRate@gnumediadesign.com



